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The new national curriculum has been taught in all 
local authority maintained primary schools in 

England since September 2014. 

Those pupils who are at the end of key stages 1 and 
2 in May 2016 will be the first to be assessed 

against the new national curriculum.

As the national curriculum has changed, so too 
have the tests and teacher assessment.

Levels were designed for the previous national 
curriculum. Children are no longer given a national 

curriculum level.



This year, year 6 will sit their end of KS2 SATs the 
week beginning 9th May 2016.

Children will be formally tested in the following areas:
• English reading
• English grammar, punctuation and spelling
• Mathematics.

From 2016 there will be no level 6 tests. The 
tests of the new national curriculum will include 
a small number of questions that will stretch 
the most able pupils so separate tests are no 
longer required. 



What are the papers like? 



English reading

• This paper is one hour long.
• Children have to read a ‘text booklet’ which has 

different sections.
• There is then a question and answer booklet. 

From 2016 onwards, there is a greater focus on 
fictional texts. 



English grammar, punctuation and spelling 
(SPaG)

• One paper 45 minutes long that tests grammar 
and punctuation.

• One 20 minute paper that tests spelling. 

In the grammar, punctuation and spelling test there is a greater 
focus on knowing and applying grammatical terminology with the 

full range of punctuation tested.

The new national curriculum sets out clearly which technical terms 
in grammar are to be learnt by children and these are explicitly 

included in the test and detailed in the new test framework. It also 
defines precise spelling patterns and methodologies to be taught, 

and these are the basis of spellings in the test.



Mathematics 
• 2 reasoning papers, each of which is worth 40 

marks and 45 minutes duration. 
• One arithmetic paper, 36 questions, 40 marks 

available, 30 minutes duration.

The arithmetic paper replaces the mental maths paper 
and tests basic mathematical calculations; there are no 
contextualised questions in the arithmetic paper. Pupils 

will need to work quickly to complete the arithmetic 
paper. Pupils who are able to recall their times tables and 
number bonds will be at an advantage in completing this 

paper



Scaled scores 
• Scaled scores are used all over the world. They help 

test results to be reported consistently from one year 
to the next.

• Outcomes of the tests at the end of KS2 will be in 
scaled scores.

• The ‘expected standard’ will always be set at 100.

• Raw scores (the total numbers of correct answers) in 
the test will be converted to  scaled scores.

• The ‘raw score’ that equates to 100 might be different 
each year.



• A pupil’s scaled score will be based on their raw 
score. The raw score is the total number of 
marks a pupil receives in a test, based on the 
number of questions they answered correctly. 
The pupil’s raw score will be translated into a 
scaled score using a conversion table.

• Pupils who score 100 or more will have met the 
‘expected standard’.

• Pupils who score below 100 will not have met the 
‘expected standard’.



Writing 
For English writing - 3 standards:

- working towards the expected standard
- working at the expected standard
- working at greater depth within the expected 
standard.

• Writing has no formal test as teacher assessment 
on a range of children's work is used.

• Teachers need to judge a pupil demonstrates 
attainment of all statements within a standard and 
all the statements in the preceding standard(s) in 
order to be working at that level. 



Any questions?


