
Family Quiz Night! 

The money has been counted… a 
fantastic £277 was raised on the 
night.  This mon-
ey—and the profit 
from the upcoming 
film night—will be 
used to help us kit 

out the Snack 
Shack :-) 

Messages. 

Thank you to the parents who have let us know about some incidents outside the school before the gates open 
this week.  As you are aware, we cannot have the gate open really early as we cannot have children unattended 
on the playground for safeguarding reasons.  We are, however, working to try and ensure that we can respond 
to the concerns raised and will now open the gate at 8.30am.  At least one member of staff will be present near 
the gate between 8.30am and 9am when the gate will be locked.   If you need to leave your children at school 
before 8.40am when school officially opens,  breakfast club is available every day from 8am.  Please just ask at 
the school office if you would like further information about attending the club.  If you have any concerns, 
please do let us know via the school office.  Thank you. 

Update regarding term time holidays 

As you may be aware a recent Supreme Court ruling has changed the guidance around term time holidays.  
Kent County Council have, in response, changed their Code of Conduct.  As a result, in the event that a child 
has more than 10 sessions (5 days) of unauthorised absence in a 50 day period, a Penalty Notice will be request-
ed which will be applicable per parent, per child (ie two parents taking 1 child on holiday would both be fined).  
A letter giving more detail will be issued shortly.  Please note that it is not the school that receives the penalty 
fine—we are operating under the guidance of Kent County Council’s Code of Conduct.  Our attendance policy 
is also amended in light of this change and will be on the website shortly. 

Diary: 

Monday 15th May 

Class photos 

Federation football match (away 
at Greenfields) - 3pm kick off 

Tuesday 16th May 

Body percussion workshop for 
year 3 

Thursday 18th May 

Tag Rugby Festival 

Thursday 18th May 

Year R trip to Wingham 

Friday 19th May 

Tribal challenge morning 

Friday 19th May 

Film Night (PTA event) 

Wednesday 24th May 

Express events (9am Y5/6) 
(2pm Y3/4), (R/N 10am) 

Thursday 25th May 

Express event (Y1/2) 

Last day of term 5 

Tuesday 5th June 

First day of term 6 for children 

SATs 

A huge thank you to all the year 6 parents and carers for ensuring that 
children were in school so promptly last week—it is hugely appreciated.  

Year 2 take their turn this week with their SATs taking place every 
morning from Mon to Thurs this week.  Good luck Year 2! 

Week Beginning 15th May 2017 Praise and Thank You! 
Sycamore Mrs Andrews and Mrs Melrose would like to praise and thank the whole of year 6 for their exceptional attitude to their SATs this 

week; we are very proud of you.  Special thanks go to Poppie, Riley and Teddy for helping serve the SATs breakfasts; we couldn’t have 

managed without you! 
Writer of the week: Phoebe for excellent vocabulary and for sharing her ideas with others 
Maths Master:  Fortune for excellent work in all maths lessons and for sharing his reasoning around maths problems so clearly 

Birch Year 5 teachers would like to praise Johnathan for a much better week in class.   They would also like to praise Brooke, Keira, Kayla 

and Mikey for their work this week. 

Writer of the week: Chelsey for her persuasive letter 

Maths Master: Maddi H for her work with fractions this week 

Ash The teachers in year 4 would like to praise Circle table for their excellent work on fractions.  They would also like to praise Oliwia K 

and tommy for a brilliant fact file on Edward Jenner 
Writer of the week: Scarlett for writing a superb character description using effective language 
Maths Master: Tyrell for fantastic work adding and subtracting fractions 

Beech The teachers in year 3 would like to praise Blue Group for their fantastic week in guided reading.  We would also like to praise Ame-

lia-Rose for settling in well during her first week 
Writer of the week: Alfie B for his fantastic narrative this week 
Maths Master: Macie for achieving her accelerated learning target—column subtraction 

Maple The teachers in year 2 would like to praise Ben P for helping other children in class.  Praise also goes to Bethany for working hard on 

her presentation and handwriting skills                                                                                                                                     

Writer of the week: Emma for using descriptive language when writing a diary entry                                                               

Maths Master: George for doing reall well in maths this week with adding and fractions 
Willow Mrs Bond and Mrs Woolley would like to praise ‘Tornado’ table for their improved focus during independent work.  They would also 

like to praise Seanna for her detailed explanation on how tornados are formed.                                                                          

Writer of the week:  Morgan for the massive improvement in the quantity of work produced this week in literacy lessons! 
Maths Master: Bradley for applying his knowledge of fractions to understand and explain how 1/2 and 2/4 are equal 

Oak Oak Class teachers would like to praise and thank Lacie for designing and decorating our class fairy door.  We would also like to thank 

Daniel for super tidying up. 
Writer of the week: Tommy for his increased confidence with writing and in phonics                                                                                

Maths Master: Honey for being able to count in 2s 

Cherry Nursery teachers would like to praise the following children for working hard during phonics this week; Eden, Toni, Oliver B, Jacob 

and Finley.  Praise also goes to Eliss, Lottie, Ivan, Orla, Dolly and Naomi for fantastic tidying up! 
Writer of the week: Ivan for working hard in phonics this week and remembering the ‘s’ sound                                              

Maths Master: Toby C for fantastic counting during snack time, knowing ‘how many altogether’ and ‘how many were left’. 

Attendance 

Whole school attendance is back at 96.8%  - well done every-
one—keep up the great work!  Class of the week last week was 
year 6 with a terrific 99.4% attendance. Well done Sycamore 
class. 



Y3 

R N 

Y5 

Y2 Y1 

Y6 
Y4 

Thank you for the amazing mud houses, models and pictures; our display area 
is looking rather impressive!  Please check Tapestry for this week’s home 

learning challenge. 

This week we are going to be thinking about our favourite African animal and 
turning our survey into a bar chart to find out which is the class’s favourite 
animal and which is the least favourite.  We will also be exploring what cam-

ouflage means and playing an ’eye spy’ game! 

We will be mixing our own gloopy mud and exploring different ways to make 
patterns along with using African drums to create our own dance moves!  
Along with all of this we will have Helicopter stories and Dough Disco!  We 

will be having a fun packed week. 

Could I also ask you to please discourage older siblings from playing on the 
Nursery outdoor equipment while we are dismissing Nursery children.  I 
know it is very tempting to climb on the climbing frame and to go on the slide 
but it is designed for younger children.  This also applies to the other equip-
ment in the garden that we have covered and tidied away.  Thank you for 
your support on this matter.                                                                  
Star: Kara for being brave and becoming more independent in all 

areas 

This week Oak class have been learning all about the rainforest.  We have 
looked at the sort of animals that might live in there and have written a sen-
tence about what we have learnt about them.  We have also discussed why 
humans are cutting down the rainforest and how the animals might feel about 
this.  We created posters from an animal asking humans not to cut down 

trees. 

In maths we have been securing our knowledge of positional language and 
shapes and have moved on to looking at counting in 2s.  Next week we will 

be looking at subtraction using objects and then counting cubes to help us. 

Next week is going to be an exciting one.  On Monday we have our class 
photo—get ready to smile!  Then on Thursday we are off to Wingham to visit 
the animals as part of our topic.  We are really looking forward to this trip.  If 
you haven’t returned the permission form yet, please do so as we don’t want 

anyone to miss out on this experience! 

Star: Aronas for being a superstar.  He always listens in 
class, has tried really hard with his writing and reading and 

is a joy to have in the classroom. 

This week in maths we will be focusing on the number system.  We will be 
practising how to order numbers; find more and less than a given number and 
counting in multiples of 2, 5 and 10.  Within arithmetic we will be using our 

addition skills to help us add together 3 single digit numbers. 

Our focus in literacy this week will be non-chronological reports with the 
task of writing our own non-chronological report on tornadoes at the end of 
the week.  At the beginning of the week we will be looking at the key features 
of non-chronological reports, watching videos and researching tornadoes.  
We will then be planning our report before writing our own non-
chronological report on tornadoes during our extended writing session on 

Friday. 

As it is not long now until your child’s Phonic Screening Check, I will be send-
ing out phonics packs for you to work through at home if you wish.  These 
packs will take the place of home learning; please feel free to return any work 
completed.  Myself and Mrs Woolley will check through any work that is 

returned.  Thank you. 

 Star: Tyreece for always displaying excellent behaviour for learning 

in all areas of the curriculum 

Year 2 have worked brilliantly this week!  We read our class book 
for the term, ’Fly, Freddy Fly’ and then wrote our own diary entries 

about Freddy’s adventures. 

This week in Maths we will be revising over a range of different top-
ics.  Year 2 will also be sitting their KS1 SATs this week and we 

would like to wish them all the very best! 

Star: Alexis for showing great enthusiasm towards all her 
work this wee.  Mrs Hughes and Miss Iqbal are very proud of 

you!  

 

This week in Beech class the children will be creating their own com-
ic strip.  They will begin the week by identifying the features of a 
comic strip and towards the end of the week they will be using a 

comic strip app to create their own. 

In maths this week the children will be focusing on measuring.  They 
will secure their knowledge and understanding of reading and meas-

uring scales through a practical activity making potions. 

The children will continue with their hand puppets this week and will 
be able to evaluate their design and product towards the end of the 

week. 

If you have any questions or queries please use your child’s planner, 

thank you! 

Star:  Kira for trying to achieve her accelerated learning 

targets in literacy 

In literacy this week we will be reading a range of Greek myths that include 
many exciting heroes and villains.  We will then be using these characters to 
write in a range of different genres.  While, in Maths, we will be developing 

our knowledge of data handling to create and interpret scatter graphs.   

In our Topic lessons we will be identifying different features of rap and creat-

ing our own rap about a historical hero. 

Please can all children have a full PE kit in school, including appropriate foot-

wear (trainers or plimsolls). 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

 Star:  Mae for her consistent hard work and contribution to 

lessons  

In our penultimate week of term we will be researching 
William Harvey.  We will be learning about who he is 
and why he is linked to our topic for the term.  As the 
week progresses, we will be planning and writing our 

own autobiographies! 

In Maths we will be working on percentages—what is a 
percentage?  How do we work the percentage of a num-

ber? Where would we see percentages in everyday life? 

Our Express event for the term is on the Wednesday of 
the final week of term.  I will send out a letter and a 

Marvellous Me to remind you all.   

Star: Fred, for a really settled week in class 

 

Well done Year 6!  SATS are now over!  The children were absolutely amazing last 
week—100% attendance during the tests and 100% commitment shown by all the 
children.  A huge thank you to parents and carers for ensuring that children were 
in school in plenty of time and for re-arranging various things to ensure that the 

children did not miss any part of the process.  Your support is hugely appreciated. 

Now that the tests are out of the way, we turn our attentions to continuing with 
our project work and starting to think about the end of year 6 traditional activities.  
This week we will be watching the film ‘The Lion King’ to give us inspiration for 
our own production of the story in term 6.  We will then start to discuss the 
various parts available in preparation for holding auditions in the final week of 

term. 

We will continue with our project of ‘Blood Heart’ focusing our literacy work on 
an information text about the British Heart Foundation and undertaking some 
scientific investigations.  In maths we will be consolidating our knowledge of lots of 
different topics starting, next week, with looking again at algebra and the various 

different ways it can be used in mathematical problem solving. 

Just a reminder that our express event is next Wednesday (24th May) between 9 
and 10am.  Along with year 5 we will be holding a tea and cake morning to raise 
money for the British Heart Foundation.  Various art work and other products 

made by the children will be available!  Please join us if you can.Star: Riley for 

News from around the school 


