
TT Rockstars! 

Congratulations to Leia for having the largest 
improvement in rock speed over half term! 

Well done to Beech class for having 
the highest percentage of children 

playing in the last 2 weeks! 

Adventure Village 

Please could we ask that children are supervised if playing on the Adventure village before and 

after school?  We have had reports that some quite young children are playing on there without 

adult supervision at the start of the school day.  Thank you. 

 

Lockdown Drill 

Hopefully you will have seen the letter that came out letting you know that we had a lockdown procedure drill on 

Thursday last week.  The drill was successful and children were impeccably behaved.  Mrs Andrews spoke with the chil-

dren to let them know that it was a drill and a practice to ensure that we always stay safe.  Our policy requires us to do 

a drill at least once per year; we may do more than this to ensure that the children are as familiar with the lockdown 

siren as they are with the fire alarm.  We will always write to you when we have carried out a lockdown drill so that you 

are fully aware. 

 

Parent meetings 

Letters went home on Friday inviting you to parents meetings at the start of next week (please note that there are date 

variations for years 3 and 5).  Please do return your slip indicating your time/day preference back to your child’s class 

teacher.  We will work together to try and ensure that sibling meeting times are as close as possible.  Please indicate if 

you have children in other year groups when you complete your slips. 

 

Dance off 

Children will be bringing home a letter soon regarding our annual ‘Dance Off’ competition that will take place at the end 

of the term!   

 

Coming up: 

Monday 4th March 

Start of free breakfast bagels 
from the Snack Shack! 

Thursday 7th March 

World Book Day 

Monday 11th and Tuesday 
12th March 

Parent meetings (Year 5 will be 
Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 

13th) 

Tuesday 12th March 

Visit from Police Community 
Support Officer 

Wednesday 13th March 

Inclusive Sports Festival—Isle 
of Sheppey Academy 

Thursday 14th March 

Family Trust Easter Assembly 
for years 1 and 2 

Friday 15th March 

Year 3 and 4 to Kidenza 

Thursday 21st March 

Handball competition at Oasis 
Academy (3-5pm) 

Friday 22nd March 

World Water Day 

Week Beginning Monday 4th March 2019 

Praise and Thank You! 
Sycamore The adults would like to praise the following groups for their dance performance yesterday: Connie’s group, both Lucy’s groups and Chelsie’s  

group.  All the performances were fantastic!  They would also like to praise Jayden, Daniel and Aston for their input when listening and critiquing 
some Mexican music. 
Maths Master: Freya for her work with fractions this week 

Writer of the Week: Luke S for his research into different Mexican recipes 

Birch The year 5 teachers would like to praise and thank the whole class for a good start to term 4! 
Maths Master: Alexia for completing some fantastic work on converting improper fractions 

Writer of the Week: Ellie for writing great instructions on how to make Mexican Chilli con carne 

Ash The teachers in Ash Class would like to praise Elena and Preeya for making a fantastic woodland mobile during Forest School.  They would also 
like to praise Emma, Alfie and Dominic for their superb resilience during swimming this week. 
Maths Master: Jayden for successfully using rounding to answer problems in context 
Writer of the Week: Toby for writing an excellent newspaper report about a newly discovered Banksy artwork 

Beech Praise goes to the whole of year 3 this week for making Miss Duffin feel so welcome this week! 
Maths Master: Lewis for his continued determination and resilience in Maths 

Writer of the Week: Morgan for her use of direct and indirect speech in a newspaper report 

Maple Mrs Bond, Mrs Woolley, Mrs Watson and Miss Gibson would like to praise Aronas for his home learning project on the Great Fire of London, 
John for settling into term 4 with a grown up attitude and Lottie, Bailey, Thomas and May for independently using the column method of subtrac-
tion this week. 
Maths Master: Aronas for working resiliently in order to solve a maths mastery question 

Writer of the Week: Bentley for trying REALLY hard at improving his handwriting this week 

Willow The adults in Willow Class would like to praise and thank Millenium and Westminster tables for their positive behaviour for learning.  Well done 
to Jacob for his participation in class discussions and remembering to put his hand up. 
Maths Master: Chloe for adding and subtracting using a number track and finding missing numbers 
Writer of the Week: Emily-beau for using the conjunction ‘and’ in her narrative and using her phonic knowledge to spell words 

Oak The adults in Oak Class would like to say a huge thank you to Theo, Louie and Amelia for letting us meet their pets this morning. 
Maths Master: Shaun for independently exploring partitioning and writing number sentences to match 

Writer of the Week: Amber for trying hard when writing during phonics sessions 

Cherry The teachers in Cherry Class would like to praise Sianna for being a kind and encouraging friend to others.  Praise also goes to Willano for trying 
hard in our maths activity this week, Joyzer for impressing Mrs Wood with his rhyming skills in phonics!  Well done to Sonny and Ronnie for 
their super oral blending in their phonics this week. 
Maths Master: Harley for his understanding of positional language 

Writer of the Week: Zachery for trying really hard to write CVC words independently 

Attendance 

Overall attendance for the year to date is at 96.4% - well done 
everybody, keep up the good work and see if we can get this 

higher this term. 

Congratulations to year 5 for having the best attendance this 
week at 98%; have fun with Reggie! 



News from around the school 

Nursery: This term we will be exploring our new topic, ‘Can I have a dog 

yet?’ 

Thank you for sharing all your lovely family pets with us in your love to learn 

books or on Tapestry!   

This week we will be focusing our learning around being a vet.  Our book of 
the week is ‘Violet the Vet’; we will be using this to learn about what a vet is 
and how they look after our different animals.  We will be thinking about how 
to keep our pets healthy and what is a healthy diet for them.  We will be 

thinking about the question, can all animals eat the same things?’ 

Lot of letters were sent home last week: parent evening appointments, term 
dates for next year, world book day on the 7th March, the snack shack 
providing bagels from Monday morning and the ‘Love to Learn challenge’ 

which is also on Tapestry.  If you have any questions, please just ask. 

Star: Freya V for remembering what segmenting and blending is in 

our phonics this week 

Year R: Welcome back to term 4, it has been lovely to have some sunny 
weather for our first week back!  This week in Oak class we will be building 
on our experiences of pets from last week and using the story, ‘What a pet to 

get’ to think about our own experiences of looking after a pet. 

In maths we will be looking at measuring.  We will be exploring the weight of 
objects and using language to describe and compare.  We will be continuing to 
learn some new Makaton signs to use around the classroom and we will be 

exploring feelings through stories. 

Our woodland learning will see us continuing to observe for spring time 

changes and we will be using colour to create pictures of flowers and plants. 

This week on Tuesday it is the first of our ‘Family Sharing sessions’.  We look 
forward to you joining us to complete the ‘Daily Mile’ and share in a healthy 

snack afterwards. 

Star: Charlie for his fantastic progress in phonics over the last few 

weeks. 

Well done Oak Class for being the winners of ‘Walk on Wednesday’ this 

week! 

Year 1: It has been a busy and great first week back.  In literacy we have been writing a 
narrative based on the book ‘The Queen’s Hat’.  We identified the key features of a 
narrative and in our skills lessons learnt how to use conjunctions.  In our experience 
lesson we went to the adventure village and one person in each group pretended to be 
the Queen’s hat; the rest of the group had to follow it as it was blown by the wind to 
various famous landmarks around London.  Finally, to conclude the week we wrote our 

own stories. 

In maths we have been learning to deepen our understanding of adding and subtracting 
using number tracks and dice and finding missing numbers using number lines and cubes.  
In arithmetic we have been learning how to find one more and one less than a given 

number. 

In Geography we have been identifying the countries that make up the United Kingdom 
and their features.  The children drew simple sketch maps of the UK and labelled the 
countries, capital cities and seas surrounding the UK.  We then learnt about the flags of 

the UK and how the Union Jack was designed. 

In phonics we are learning phonemes that sound the same but have different graphemes 

(ways of writing them); this week our focus has been igh, ie, i_e and y. 

Our PE days are Monday and Friday; please make sure PE kits are in school on these 

days. 

Star: Oliver B for good listening and participating well during lesson inputs 

Year 2: The children were introduced to the story ‘A Bear called Paddington’ 
by Michael Bond last week during our guided reading sessions.  This week we 
will continue with the story in preparation for writing a diary entry as if they 
are Paddington Bear.  At the beginning of the week we will be identifying the 
key features of a diary entry.  We will then be learning how to write in the 
past tense, changing present tense verbs to past tense.  Towards the end of 
the week we will be planning, writing and editing our diary entries before 

writing them up in our neat Friday writing books. 

In maths this week we will be focusing on multiplication and division.  We will 
be using arrays and partitioning to help us multiply then, at the end of the 
week, we will be learning how to share equally and how to solve division 

calculations. 

Just a reminder, Thursday is World Book Day.  Children may come to school 
dressed as a character from a book or as Beegu, our focus character of the 
day.  Don’t forget the best dressed Beegu will win a prize!  We will also be 
holding a second hand book fair after school in the hall; please come along and 

have a look at the range of children’s books on offer. 

Star:  Evie for embedding all of Kemsley’s values: resilience, positivi-
ty, aspiration and exploration in every aspect of her learning this 

week! 

Year 3: Last week Beech Class had a go at creating their own pieces of graffiti art.  At 
the beginning of the week, we will be identifying the key features of a persuasive poster.  
We will then be looking at different techniques to persuade a reader.  Towards the end 
of the week we will be planning, writing and editing a poster to persuade people to 

attend a graffiti art gallery at school. 

In maths this week we will be looking at different calculations.  We will be applying our 
knowledge of addition and subtraction to check our answers and reasoning.  Later on in 
the week we will be focusing on multiplication.  We will be using the grid method and 

starting to look at short multiplication. 

Just a reminder: Thursday is World Book Day.  Children may come to school dressed as 
a character from a book or as Beegu our focus character of the day.  Don’t forget the 
best dressed Beegu will win a prize!  We will also be holding a second hand book fair 
after school in the hall; please come along and have a look at the range of children’s 

books on offer.  

Mechola for always modelling excellent learning behaviour and 

setting a super example to her peers 

Year 4:  This week in literacy we will be writing a letter to a town councillor 
to persuade him to protect a piece of artwork, which was created by the 
elusive artist, Banksy.  While in maths, we will be developing our knowledge 
of addition and subtraction.  In particular, we will be using rounding to esti-
mate our answer and using the inverse to check.  In our topic lessons we will 

be taking part in an investigation to understand how shadows are formed. 

Please can children have a full PE kit in school every day including suitable 

footwear. 

This week Forest School will be on Wednesday; please can children wear 

layers. 

Star: Wuraola for striving to do her best in every task that is set 

Year 5: This week in Maths we will be concentrating on volume and capacity.  
We will be estimating and measuring different vessels that can be filled with 

liquid. 

In Literacy we will be focusing on speech punctuation using the book, ‘The 
Dead Family Diaz’ which is all about the Mexican festival ‘The Day of the 

Dead’. 

We will be doing some fun art activities based on the ‘Day of the Dead’ and 
also practising for our class assembly.  Our class assembly will be next week 

on Wednesday 13th March at 9am in the school hall. 

Star: Auchan for her much improved attitude towards learning 

Year 6: This week in Sycamore class we are sitting previous SATs papers in 
preparation for next term.  The children will be sitting the papers on Monday 
through to Wednesday and the results of these will dictate the learning for 

the rest of the term.   

In literacy we will be using the film ‘Coco’ to write a dialogue between two 
characters.  The children will spend the week focusing on the punctuation in 
their writing.  In Topic we are going to start looking at the ‘Day of the Dead’ 
festival that is held in Mexico every year.  What does it mean?  What hap-
pens?  When is it celebrated?  PE will remain on Tuesday and Thursday for 

the term. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Star: Skye for her hardworking attitude all week with her learning 


