
Family Quiz Night! 

A huge thank you to everyone 
that came along to the Family 
Quiz Night on Friday.  Thank 
you, as ever, to 
the PTA for or-
ganising such a 
terrific event to 

raise funds for the 
school. 

Messages. 

 As you will know, we have had Billy the dog in school every day since he was a tiny puppy in 
late December.  He is doing incredibly well, getting involved in lots of things and spending in-
creasing amounts of time with the children at all sorts of activities.  This week he joined Forest 
Schools and attended Celebration Assembly.  He is, undoubtedly, a very loved member of the 
school community!   As he is doing so well, we are intending to progress to allowing Billy to be 
off his lead in school at selected times as long as he is accompanied by a designated adult.  Desig-
nated adults are those adults in school that Billy spends a lot of time with and therefore is trained 
to respond to.  If you have any questions, please do let us know. 

 We still have a few children in the school who have not got a signed permission slip to interact 
with Billy.  If you would like another copy please ask at the office.   

 It is year 6 SATS this week.  The whole of year 6 have worked incredibly hard and have prepared 
fantastically well for the tests.  I am sure you will join with us in wishing them all the very best 
for the tests.  As a school we are very proud of each and every one of them and know that they 
will do their very best. 

Diary: 

Monday 8th May 

SATs week for year 6 

Monday 15th May 

Class photos 

Federation football match (away 
at Greenfields) - 3pm kick off 

Tuesday 16th May 

Body percussion workshop for 
year 3 

Wednesday 17th May 

Tag Rugby Festival 

Thursday 18th May 

Year R trip to Wingham 

Friday 19th May 

Tribal challenge morning 

Friday 26th May 

Inset day—children not in 
school 

 

New arrival! 

We are delighted to let you know that Miss Shepherd’s baby girl arrived 
safely last week.  Baby Aspen and Miss Shepherd are both doing really 

well. 

Week Beginning 2nd May 2017 Praise and Thank You! 
Sycamore Mrs Andrews and Mrs Melrose would like to praise Alfie S, Poppie, Daniel, Fortune and Baillie for excellent work during literacy this 

week.  Thank you to Freddie P, Freddie W and Ronnie for their constant enthusiasm and engagement throughout Maths. 
Writer of the week: Teddy for his outstanding use of vocabulary during narrative writing this week 
Maths Master:  Jean-Luc for resilience and commitment during maths lessons 

Birch Year 5 adults would like to praise Madi S, Callum, Victoria and Nicholas for really maintaining their focus on their learning and ignoring 

all distractions 

Writer of the week: Kayla for an amazing recount of her Challenge Day  

Maths Master: Arsenas, for his work with algebra this week 

Ash The teachers in year 4 would like to praise Lucy S for creating an excellent timeline of famous heroes.  Well done also to Freya for her 

fantastic contributions during RE. 
Writer of the week: Luke U for writing a superb riddle using effective language 
Maths Master: Milan for persevering with some tricky long multiplication questions 

Beech The teachers in year 3 would like to praise the whole class for their fantastic behaviour when we had some special visitors in the class-

room 
Writer of the week: Curtis for sharing his fantastic ideas when planning and writing his diary entry pretending to be Cruella Deville 
Maths Master: Jamal for applying his knowledge and understanding of addition and subtraction 

Maple Mrs Hughes and Miss Iqbal would like to praise Harley for his effort in phonics. 

Praise also goes to Ethan, Elena, Aleksander and Dominic for showing great teamwork when making their rainbow.                           

Writer of the week: Dominic for showing positivity and resilience towards writing his narrative this week                              

Maths Master: Ben W for excellent work solving multiplication and division word problems 
Willow Mrs Bond and Mrs Woolley would like to praise Bradley for trying hard to improve his handwriting and presentation this term.  They 

would also like to praise ‘Blizzard’ table for working collaboratively to match clock faces with their times.  Mrs Bond would also like 

thank Lilia, Carys and Rosie for always helping around the classroom 
Writer of the week: Jack for using a range of time conjunctions and bossy verbs when ordering instructions 
Maths Master: Seanna for applying her knowledge of 1/2 to solve some tricky reasoning questions. 

Oak Oak class would like to praise Daniel, Anaiah, Ruby and Honey for their lovely manners at lunchtime. 
Writer of the week: Thomas K for trying hard to form letters correctly 
Maths Master: George for his enthusiasm when writing and recording in maths activities 

Cherry Well done to Lucas for remembering which learnosaur he was this week!  Well done to Theo for being more confident when speaking 

and Timi for being very knowledgeable about African animals!  
Writer of the week: Annabelle for writing her name all by herself!                                                                                                                                             

Maths Master: Oliver B for making a triangle from Mobilo and explaining it has 3 sides! 

Attendance 

Whole school attendance has dipped to 96.7% following a week 
where we have had quite a lot of absence.  Let’s work hard to 
get back up to 96.8% and on towards 97%.  Well done to year 2 
who had the highest attendance this week at 98.3%. 
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This week we will be reading ’The Lion who wanted to love’ and 
asking the children to think about how we can make sure our friends 

always feel happy and how to treat each other with kindness. 

We will be creating some new skin designs for some African animals 
and designing some bright and colourful patterns.  We will be looking 

at natural habitats and thinking about which animals lives where. 

We will be carrying out our Helicopter story sessions and will be 

developing our fine motor skills with Dough Disco! 

 Star: Toby D for having a fantastic start to Cherry Class 

This week in Oak class we will be learning bout animals in the rainforest.  We 
will be exploring the different parts of the rainforest using information books 
and the internet to find out who lives there.  We will also be listening to 
rainforest sounds and watching film to imagine what it would be like to be 

there and then we will be creating our own rainforest stories. 

In maths we will be looking at doubling and halving in practical situations and 

consolidating our knowledge of numbers to 20. 

We are very excited about our trip to Wingham Wildlife park, please can we 

ask that you return the signed permission slip as soon as possible, thank you. 

As the weather remains unsettled, can we please ask that children come into 

school with a jacket in case it gets colder during the day, thank you! 

 Star: Harry for his enthusiasm when finding out about and 

talking about animals in the wild 

This week in Literacy is text based week and all our learning will be focused 
on the story ’Fly Freddie Fly’.  We will listen to the story at the beginning of 
the week. We will then be focusing on a different genre of writing each day. 
We will be writing a recount, diary entry, character description, setting de-

scription and a non-chronological report. 

Our focus in maths this week is division and multiplication.  We will be prac-
tising our division and multiplication skills by completing a range of practical 
activities to aid our understanding.  Towards the end of the week we will be 
putting all our learning to the test to answer a range of division and multipli-

cation word problems. 

In topic this week we will be carrying out the investigation, ’How Strong is 
the Wind?’  Please could I ask for you to bring in any spare carrier bags you 

may have at home to help us with our investigation?  Thank you. 

 Star: Marina for always taking great care in the presentation of her 

work  

Year 2 have worked brilliantly this week!  We have read about 
’Pirate Pete’s’ treasure hunt and we then wrote our own extended 

writing piece on his adventures. 

In maths we worked on our multiplication and division skills.   

This week we are moving on to looking at writing a diary entry in 
Literacy based on our key text this term.  In maths we will be going 

over time and money problems. 

Star: Jessica for showing excellent effort in all her work and 

having beautiful presentation 

This week in Beech class the children will be securing their under-
standing of story writing.  They will begin the week by developing 
story writing skills such as; speech punctuation, adventurous language 
and the structure of a story.  The children will be required to use 
their imagination and skills learnt throughout the week to write their 

own narrative based on a given image. 

In maths the children will be applying their knowledge of 2D and 3D 
shapes to solve some tricky problems.  The children will be recalling 
the names of both 2D and 3D shapes as well as learning about differ-

ent types of lines such as parallel and perpendicular. 

The children have been planning and starting to make their own hand 
puppet over the past week.  This week they will continue their work 

to complete their hand puppet based on 101 Dalmatians. 

If you have any questions or queries, please use your child’s planner.  
Thank you!                                                                               
Star:  Mark for his improved attitude and behaviour 

throughout the week  

This week in Ash Class we will be creating our alternative fairy tales.  We will 
be looking at traditional stories, for example ’Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ 
and changing key aspects such as the characters and setting.  While in Maths 

we will be developing our knowledge of fractions.   

In our Topic lessons we will be researching a hero from history and creating a 
fact file.  We will also be conducting a science investigation in which we will 

be learning about the different parts of a mushroom. 

Please can all children have a full PE kit in school including appropriate foot-

wear (trainers or plimsolls). 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

  Star: Jayden for showing great resilience in all lessons this 

week 

This week in Birch Tree Class we will be looking at smoking; what 
are the effects on your body if you smoke and the effect of nicotine 
on various parts of the body.  We will be producing information 
posters about the dangers of smoking and then, in small teams, mak-

ing an anti-smoking video as part of oracy. 

In Maths we will be continuing with our work on fractions.  We will 
be converting mixed number fractions to improper fractions and 

then, at the end of the week, we will be focusing on percentages. 

In the afternoons we will be looking at how to keep a healthy heart.  
We will be looking at food packaging and the information each item 
contains.  What does it mean?  Why are the levels of sugar/salt etc 

on that packaging? 

Many thanks. 

Star: Callum for managing distractions around him and producing 

some excellent work 

 

It’s SATs week in year 6 this week with the children sitting tests every morning 
from Monday through to Thursday.  SATs breakfast club is in place for year 6 as 
well so the children will be able to enjoy a healthy breakfast together before head-

ing to the hall to sit the tests. 

When we aren’t involved in the SATs, we will be continuing our work on the topic 
of the heart and healthy living.  We will be fitting in some literacy and writing our 

own sequel to a popular picture book that focuses on friendship. 

In the afternoons we will be covering our usual curriculum and enjoying PE, taking 

part in PSHE discussions and learning about Sikhism in RE. 

At the end of the week when SATs are over, we will be turning our attention to 
the next big event in the year 6 calendar; the production!  The children already 
know that we are going to be performing the Lion King.  We will be watching the 
film to give us a good idea of what the story is all about and then thinking about 

auditioning for parts before the end of the half term. 

We will be carrying out an art project on Friday afternoon.  If you have any old magazines 

you could donate to us (so that we can cut them up!) please send them in! 

Good luck in your SATs Year 6—you are all superstars.                                 
Star: Riley for his consistent enthusiasm and commitment to all areas of 

News from around the school 


