
History 
Our Vision:  To actively explore our past and use it to inspire our future.  

Subject Leader:  Miss Millen 

The National Curriculum Purpose of Study for History: 

“A high quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past 
and that of the wider world.  It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past.  Teaching should 
equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective 
and judgement.  History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges 
of their time.” 

History at Kemsley: 

History at Kemsley is integrated within the Cornerstones topics. Some of the topics will have a History focus 
whereby the majority of work will be based on a historical time period, for example I am warrior (a year 3/4   
topic) concentrates on the Roman invasion of Britain. Other topics will have a different subject focus but may 
have lessons that link to a historical period, for example Hola Mexico! (a year 5/6 topic) has a Music focus but 
within the unit children will learn about ancient Mayan culture.   

Topics with a History focus allow children to immerse themselves within the time period. The first week (innovate) 
is designed to generate questions which children will investigate and answer throughout the unit. If possible field 
trips are organised so children can have a first-hand experience of the time period to aid their understanding. 
The topic will then end with an express week where children can demonstrate their learning, for example in    
Dinosaur Planet (a year 1/2 topic) children create a museum to display their learning and guide visitors through 
their discoveries.  

What we are good at: 

*  The curriculum allows children to explore many different time periods, which allows them to clearly see history 
as a continuum and be able to make links between events.   

* Lessons foster a sense of curiosity about the past, as a result children engage enthusiastically in their learning.  

*Pupils are taught how and why historical interpretations and representations change over time and why history 
matters . 

Things we are working on: 

* Introduce more enquiries into history lessons. 

* Increase the opportunity for children to experience history at first-hand, through the use of artefact boxes and 
field trips. 

* Ensuring children have a secure understanding of their place in history. This requires children to have an        
increasingly secure knowledge of chronology.  

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/4-school-subjects-clip-art-12680340


Key skills in History 
We teach a wide curriculum in History through our termly projects.  As a result, we cover the Early Years and National     
Curriculum requirements and go further to extend children’s knowledge and understanding.  Underpinning our curriculum 
delivery throughout years 1-6 are key skills that we ensure are taught, embedded and applied in each year group.  Our aim 
is that every child has a firm understanding of these key skills within their year group expectations as a minimum. 

In the Early Years History is integrated into many of the key learning areas, in particular Understanding the world. 

In History in KS1 and KS2 we look at developing understanding in 3 key overall areas: chronological understanding, 
knowledge and understanding and historical enquiry. 

Key skill expectations for each year group are shown below.   

CHRONOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING 

Y1  Put up to three objects in order 

 Use words and phrases like old, new, long time ago 

 Talk about things that happened when little 

 Recognise a story that is reads to them that may have happened along time ago 

 Retell a familiar story set in the past 

 Explain how they have changed since they were born 

Y2 
 Use words and phrases like ‘Before I was born’, ‘When I was younger’ 

 Use phrases and words like before, after, past, present, then and now in their historical learning 

 Use the words past and present correctly 

 Use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past 

 Sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for that order  
Y3 

 Describe events and periods using the words BC, AD and decade 

 Describe events from the past using dates when things happened 

 Describe events and periods using the words ancient and century 

 Use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may have happened 

 Use mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events would have happened  

Y4  Plot recent history on a timeline using centuries  

 Place periods of history on a timeline showing periods of time 

 Use mathematical skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades 

Y5 
 Use dates and historical language in written work 

 Draw a timeline with different time periods outlined which shown different information, such as periods of history, when 
famous people lived etc. 

 Use mathematical skills to work exact time scales and difference as need be  

Y6 
 Say where a period of history fits on a timeline 

 Place a specific event on a timeline by decade 

 Place features of historical events and people from past societies and periods in a chronological framework  

History in the Early Years 

In EYFS History is woven throughout daily activities. In the Early Years setting this will involve children talking about events 
in their past for example, holidays and birthdays. This introduces the concept of time passing and that events that have    
already happened are in the past; this lays the foundations for an understanding of chronology which is built on during KS1 
and KS2.  



KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Y1  Appreciate that some famous people have helped our lives be better today 

 Recognise that we celebrate certain events such as bonfire night because of what happened many years ago 

 Understand that we have a Queen who rules us and that Britain has had a king or queen for many years 

 Begin to identify the main differences between old and new objects 

 Identify objects from the past, such as vinyl records  

Y2  Recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and what 
they did later 

 Explain how their local area was different in the past 

 Recount some interesting facts from an historical event such as where the fire of London started 

 Give examples of things that are different in their life from that of their grandparents when they were young 

 Explain why Britain has a special history by naming some famous events and some famous people 

 Explain what is meant by a parliament  

Y3  Appreciate that the early Brits would not have communicated as we do or have eaten as we do 

 Begin to picture what life would have been like for early settlers 

 Recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different groups over time 

 Realise that invaders in the past would have fought fiercely using hand to hand combat 

 Suggest why certain events happened as they did in history 

 Suggest why certain people acted as they did in history  

Y4  Explain how events from the past has helped shaped our lives 

 Appreciate that wars have happened from a very long time ago and it is often associated with invasion, conquering or 
religious differences 

 Know that people who lived in the past cooked and travelled differently and used different weapons from ours 

 Recognise that the lives of wealthy people were very different from those of poor people 

 Appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an accurate picture of how people lived in the 
past  

Y5  Describe historical events from the different period/s they are studying/have studied 

 Make comparisons between historical periods; explaining things that have changed and things which have stayed the same 

 Explain that role that Britain has had in spreading Christian values across the world 

 Begin to appreciate that how we make decisions has been through a Parliament for some time 

 Appreciate that significant events in history has helped shape the country we have today 

 Have a good understanding as to how crime and punishment has changed over the years  

Y6  Summarise the main events from a specific period in history, explaining the order in which key events happened 

 Summarise how Britain has had a major influence on world history 

 Summarise what Britain may have learnt from other countries and civilisations through time gone by and more recently 

 Describe features of historical events and people from past societies and periods they have studied 

 Recognise and describe differences and similarities / changes and continuity between different periods of history  



History focused projects in Cornerstones: 

History is covered most of the Cornerstones projects but some of the projects have a really strong focus on         
historical learning.  Look out for the following projects which have History as their primary subject: 

Years 1 and 2: Dinosaur Plant, Memory Box, Street Detectives  

Years 3 and 4:  Gods and Mortals, Tribal Tales, I Am Warrior!,  1066, Traders and Raiders  

Years 5 and 6:  Peasants, Princes and Pestilence, Off with Her Head!, Pharaohs,  A Child’s War, Revolution 

Finding out more… 

Some good websites for developing historical knowledge include: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/  

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/index.html  

HISTORICAL ENQUIRY 

Y1 
 Ask and answer questions about old and new objects 

 Spot old and new things in a picture 

 Answer questions using an artefact / photograph provided 

 Give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in the past  

Y2 
 Find out something about the past by talking to an older person 

 Answer questions by using a specific source such as information book 

 Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them 

 Research about a famous event that happens in Britain and why it has been happening for some time 

 Research the life of someone who used to live in their area using the internet and other sources to find out about them  
Y3 

 Recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand more about what happened in the past 

 Use various sources of evidence to answer questions 

 Use various sources to piece together information about a period in history 

 Research a specific event from the past  

 Use ‘information finding’ skills in writing to help them write about historical information 

 Through research identify similarities and differences between given periods in history  
Y4 

 Research two versions of an event and say how they differ 

 Research what it was like for a child in given period from the past and use photographs and illustrations to present their 
findings 

 Give more than one reason to support an historical argument 

 Communicate knowledge and understanding orally and in writing and offer points of view based on what is found out  
Y5 

 Test out a hypothesis in order to answer a question 

 Appreciate how historical artefacts have helped us understand more about British lives in the present and past  

Y6 
 Look at two different versions of an event and say how the author may be attempting to persuade or give a specific view-

point 

 Identify and explain an understanding of propaganda 

 Describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from different sources  


