
TT Rockstars! 

A huge well done to Harini for having the largest 
improvement in rock speed over the Easter holidays!  

Well done Harini—keep up the great work! 

Bank Holiday Monday 

Just a reminder that school will be closed (Monday 6th May) as it is Bank Holiday.  School will 

be open as usual on Tuesday 7th May. 

 

PGL trip 

We have a few last places on the residential PGL trip this year.  If your child is interested in 

coming along please do ask at the school office for more details.  The trip runs from  Friday 

21st June returning on Monday 24th June. 

 

SATs 

As you will be aware, May is the month of SATs for both KS1 (year 2) and KS2 (year 6).  During the SATs, some aspects 

of the normal running of the school (assemblies / PE etc) may be off timetable so that we can ensure that we have the 

very best environments for the tests to be carried out in. 

 

Parent Pow-wow 

Please note that this term’s parent pow-wow will be held on Thursday 9th May at 2pm.  Please do come along if you 

would like to join us.  The school’s topic for discussion is the possibility of developing some community allotments. 

Coming up: 

 

Thursday 2nd May 

Year 3 and 4 out at Living 
Land day (Detling) 

Friday 3rd May 

KS1 SATs begin 

Monday 6th May 

Bank holiday Monday—
school is closed 

Tuesday 7th May 

School Photographer in 

Thursday 9th May 

Parent Pow-wow at 2pm 

Monday 13th May 

KS2 SATs week 

Thursday 16th May 

Rugby Event (Y6) at Gore 
Court 

2pm Year 3 and 4 Express 

Week Beginning 29th April 2019 

Praise and Thank You! 
Sycamore Year 6 teachers would like to praise the whole class for their efforts with their practice SATs this week. 

Writer of the Week: Aston for his playscript 
Maths Master: Milan for her scores on her SATs papers! 

Birch The adults in year 5 would like to praise and thank Macie, Natalya, Amelia, Poppy, Autumn and Julia for their excellent homework over Easter regarding 

our new topic, ‘Pharaohs’. 
Writer of the Week: Curtis for writing detailed stage directions, including character actions, when opening a playscript 
Maths Master: Charlie for accurately and confidently identifying all the different types of angles within varied shapes 

Ash The teachers in Ash class would like to praise Elizabeth, Alex and Dylan for their fantastic contributions during our discussions about America. 
Writer of the Week: Reggie for writing a superb story set in the Everglades 
Maths Master: Preeya for applying her knowledge of fractions to answer reasoning problems 

Beech The adults in year 3 would like to praise Mechola for her valuable contributions during our RE days, plus Seanna and Lucy for their enthusiastic role 

playing of ‘The Story of Buddha’. 
Writer of the Week: Rosie for her informative and considered letter detailing the Jewish festival of Shavuot 
Maths Master: this will return next week for Beech class! 

Maple Mrs Bond, Mrs Woolley and Mrs Watson would like to praise Bentley, Corey, Lottie and Thomas for the improvement in their presentation this week.  

They would also like to praise Bentley and Chloe for their efforts in tag rugby this week. 
Writer of the Week: Lacie for her amazing persuasive letter.  It was not only beautifully presented but contained all the key fea-

tures of persuasive writing. 
Maths Master: Harry for independently using his mathematical skills to solve money problems this week. 

Willow Mrs Smith and Mrs Fletcher would like to praise and thank Christian and Orla for their attitude to learning in all subjects and the care they take in their 

presentation.  The adults would also like to praise and thank all of the class for a great first week back. 
Writer of the Week: Benjamin for using the rule of three in his writing 
Maths Master: Danni for demonstrating an understanding of multiplication 

Oak The teachers in Oak Class would like to praise and thank the whole class for coming back after the Easter break with a positive attitude towards their 

learning. 
Writer of the Week: Louie for his efforts when writing in phonics this week 
Maths Master: Kara for her super learning at home: ordering and writing numbers 

Cherry The teachers in Cherry Class would like to praise George C and Louie for having a super start to their new school.  We would also like to thank all the  

children in Cherry Class for being kind, friendly and welcoming to our new friends this week and returning to school with huge smiles! 
Writer of the Week: Sonny for being a superstar during his phonics sessions this week.  He has tried really hard with his oral blend-

ing 
Maths Master: Rory for fantastic number recognition and counting whilst playing a board game with Mrs Wood. 

Attendance 

Overall attendance year to date for the whole school is 96.7%.  
Well done everyone, keep up the good work. 

Year 2 and Year 5 are the classes of the week with 99.1%.  
Well done Maple and Birch Class—enjoy sharing Reggie. 



News from around the school 

Nursery: Welcome back to term 5!  This term we are going to be 
exploring, ‘Why is water wet?’  Last week we discussed water safety, 
where we could find water, what we use water for and we have read 

‘All Afloat Noah’s Boat’. 

This week we are going to focus our learning around ‘Rainbow Fish’ 
and will link in good friendships and why it is important to share.  
We will be ordering and talking about different sizes in maths.  We 
will create our own rainbow fish art work and our science experi-

ment is called ‘Frozen Ocean Escape’. 

Children should all have come home with a letter about the up and 
coming beach trip.  Please could you return the slips as soon as pos-
sible so we can determine whether we have enough adults to make 

the trip happen.  Thank you! 

Star: Charlie for showing great resilience in his learning and 

for great improvements when running the daily mile! 

Reception: Welcome back to a new term, we hope you all had a 

restful break over Easter. This term is a very short one and we have 

lots of learning to fit in! 

Our learning project is “Why is water wet?” This topic will allow us 

to do lots of exploration of the natural world and the creatures that 

live in and around water. We will also be setting up lots of water 

themed experiments. Thank you to everyone who has sent in or 

uploaded their holiday homework. We have lots of lovely models, 

pictures and photos to create our display with. Look out for some 

letters coming home shortly about our upcoming school trip to the 

beach and also our sharing session for this term. 
Please can we remind parents that as the weather is changeable at 
the moment, the children will still need to bring coats to school, but 

may also need a sunhat, thank you. 

Star: Mason for his problem solving when working out how 

many children are having school dinners 

 

Year 1: In literacy this week we have been identifying the key features when 
writing a persuasive letter.  We have written letters to the Old Lady persuad-
ing her not to swallow the fly, spider and other animals and giving reasons 

why using the rule of three. 

In science we went on a mini-beast hunt to see what mini-beasts could be 
found in the bushes and trees.  We looked near the playground and the 
woodland.  We then identified the mini-beasts and recorded the information 
on our identification sheets.  Back in the classroom we then drew block 

charts to show how many of each mini-beast we found. 

In phonics this week we are revisiting the phoneme ‘ow’ and the alternative 

grapheme ‘ou’. 

Our PE days are Monday and Friday.  Please make sure that PE kits are in 

school on these days. 

Star: Emily for coming to school with a smile and her zest for life! 

Year 2: Welcome back to school and term 5!  I hope you all had a nice East-

er break. 

This week in literacy all our learning will be centred around the story of 
‘Charlotte’s Web’.  The children will be looking at descriptive language at the 
beginning of the week in preparation for writing a character description of 

Fern. 

In maths, in preparation for our SATs, we will be practising our column addi-
tion and subtraction skills as well as learning how to use the written method 

of multiplication. 

At the end of the week the children will be completing their SATs SPaG pa-
per; please can I ask that all children are in school promptly on Friday morn-

ing.. 

As in previous terms, our PE days in term 5 are Wednesday and Friday.  

Please can all children have a PE kit in school on these days. 

Star: Lottie for working exceptionally hard in all areas of the curric-

ulum this week. 

Year 3: This week in literacy we will be creating a persuasive advert 
based around a famous physical landmark in the United States of 
America.  We will look at different ways we can persuade people 
and will research our chosen landmark.  Once we have completed 
our research, we will create a colourful, informative and persuasive 

advert. 

In maths this week we are looking at shapes.  At the beginning of the 
week we will continue to develop our knowledge of 2D shapes, 
looking at different lines and angles.  Towards the end of the week 

we will focus on learning and recalling the properties of 3D shapes. 

Next Thursday is our trip to Detling showground.  We will be leav-
ing school at 8.30am and returning around 3.15pm.  Please remem-
ber to bring your pack lunches in a back pack and to wear school 

uniform with either wellies or sturdy, sensible shoes.   

Star: Lewis for independently making connections in his 

learning 

Year 4: This week in literacy we will be continuing to learn about 
the Everglades National Park.  We will be writing a letter to the 
American Environmental Protection Agency to persuade them to 
protect the alligators living in the park.  While in maths, we will be 
developing our knowledge of division—both short division and 
chunking.  We will then be applying this knowledge to answer a range 
of reasoning questions.  In our topic lessons we will be researching 
where the Sioux Native American tribe lived and designing our own 

longhouses. 

On Thursday 2nd May, years 3 and 4 are attending the ‘Living Land’ 
event at the Detling showground.  Can you please ensure the permis-
sion slip has been returned along with the food tasting consent form 
as soon as possible.  Children will need to wear school uniform with 

either wellies or sturdy trainers. 

PE will be on a Monday and Thursday this term; however, can chil-
dren please have a full kit in school every day, including suitable foot-

wear. 

Star: Elly for showing great resilience when completing her 

work this week 

Year 5: This week in literacy we will be working on setting descrip-
tions using a film clip as a stimulus for our writing.  We will be con-
sidering the use of all our senses to help us write settings that draw 
n the reader.  We will also be considering the effective use of meta-

phors and similes. 

In maths this week we are looking at graphs and how they represent 
data sets that we may have.  We will also be looking at how to read 

timetables. 

In our other learning we will be continuing our work on all things 

Ancient Egypt and enjoying our PE and clarinet lessons. 

 

Star: Natalya for independently creating a fantastic sarcoph-

agus using ancient Egyptian images and hieroglyphics 

Year 6: This week we are going to be using a clip from the literacy 
shed to write a piece of narrative.  Our focus will be on making sure 
that each paragraph makes sense, is of the highest quality and that we 

are using the relevant vocabulary.  

In maths our focus will be working decimals and (if time allows) frac-
tions and percentages as well.  In Topic we are creating an Egyyptian 
timeline of major events and we will be researching Ancient Egyptian 

Pharaohs. 

PE will be on Tuesday and Thursday; please can children make sure 

that they have a change of clothes in school for this.  Thank you. 

Star: Thaddeus for his efforts and commitment since com-

ing back after Easter 


