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Essential Information:

The screening will take place during the week 
commencing 16th June 2014.

The purpose of the check is to confirm that all 
children have phonic decoding to an 

age-appropriate standard.



The check consists of one list of 40 words, 
comprising 20 real words and 20 

pseudo-words.
This includes:
•Give the sound when shown a grapheme. A grapheme is a letter or group 
of letters that spell a sound in a word (examples include single letters like 
‘c’ and groups of letters like ‘ea’).
•Blend sounds in order to read words.
•Read phonetically to decode one-syllable and two-syllable words that 
follow phonetic rules.
•Read a selection of nonsense words. These have been included to assess 
decoding skills as they won’t be able to guess the word. The child will 
know they are reading a nonsense word because they will have imaginary 
creature, like the one pictured on the right, alongside the word.



All year 1 pupils will be taking the test.

Year 2 pupils, who had not obtained the 
required level of phonic decoding skill at the 

time of taking the test. 
(They did not meet the National required ‘pass’ mark last year will also be 

taking the test.)

Should a child not meet the level of phonics 
required in year 2, they will not be retested 
in Year 3. As a school, we will ensure these 
children receive individual support to reach 
this point as soon as possible for the child. 



The threshold  (pass) mark will not be 
available until the 30th June. 

This means the threshold mark will be 
announced after the phonics screening test 

has been administered. 



The threshold in 2012 was for children to 
correctly identify 32 words out of 40. 

This standard was set from the results from the 
Year 1 teachers following a recognised standard 

setting procedure.

The overall pass rate for 2012 was 58%,

of which 62% were girls and 54% were boys. 



The check will be carried out by Mrs George 
and Mrs Andrews. 

It is an individual test and takes 5-10mins, 
children will be taken in pairs and will not be 

‘aware’ it is a test. 

Parents will receive their child’s score by the 
end of the Summer term.



For anymore information,  please  go to the Department for 
Education website, and look for links/documents relating to 

the Phonics Screening Check.

You can also visit:
‘Phoneys Pseudo Word Cards’ (www.phoneys.co.uk)

In the coming weeks look 
in the ‘Parent Zone’ on our 
School Website for all of 
this information and some 
useful links to resources 
and information. 



What can you do at home? 

• Let your child see you read and read to them
• Tell your child about interesting things that you have read in 
newspapers, magazines and books.
• Visit the local library.
•Visit bookshops.
• Sit with your child every night and engage with them in their 
reading. Please make comments in their reading record book to 
assist the teachers.
• Discuss with them about what they have read in the book.
• Ask them to retell the story. 
•Talk about interesting words and identify words or interesting 
phrases that they might use in their writing.

• Occasionally ask them to write the sequence of the story and 
identify characters.



Any questions?


